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The Company sought to overcome its difficulties by using Demand
foreign-built ships. When the practice was prohibited in
1615 x, it then demanded protection against foreign com-
petition ; and its importunity was rewarded with a pro-
clamation (1622) forbidding Eastland commodities, except
corn, to be imported in any but English ships2. The pro-
clamation was renewed by Charles I.3, but it appears to have
lapsed since under the Commonwealth the Eastland mer-
chants residing at Danzig petitioned the Council of State
(1651) to allow no Eastland commodities to be imported or
exported except in English vessels4. Effect was given to
the petition in the Act of Navigation, passed in the same
year, which received the Company's animated support5.
Protection failed, however, to revive the Eastland trade ;
on the contrary, the compulsion to employ English ships
handicapped native traders and entrenched the Dutch still
more firmly in the Baltic trade. The Dutch, moreover,
profited by the Civil War to push their own manufactures
in the markets of Poland which English merchants, owing
to their divided energies, did not keep fully supplied. The
result, if Coke's figures (1675) are accepted, was that the
number of broad cloths sold in the East Country was reduced
to under four thousand6. After the Revolution Child was
able to reinforce his argument against regulated companies
with the observation that " the Dutch, though they have no
Eastland Companies, yet have ten times the trade to the
Eastern parts as we"7.
The Eastland Company was harassed by other difficulties.
It was not confined to London and a number of outports
were associated with it, situated chiefly on the east coast—
1	Acts of the Privy Council, 1615-1616, p. 142.    In 1697 ^e Commis-
sioners for Trade and Plantations proposed that foreign-built ships should,
for the purpose of the Baltic trade, be ' naturalized ' and have the privileges
of English-built: House of Commons Journals, xii. 434.
2	Tudor and Stuart Proclamations (ed. Steele), i. No. 1333,
8 Rymer, Foedera, xix. 130.
* State Papers Domestic, 1651, pp. 273-274.
5	A cts and Ordinances of the Eastland Company, 76. See infra, vol. iii. 129.
6	Coke, Treatise (1675), iii. 33.   He represents the number of kersies as
reduced from 60,000 to under 5000.
7	Child, A New Discourse of Trade (4th ed.), 113.
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